Welcome to Garden Cottage Nursery
Garden Cottage Nursery is set in the idyllic surroundings of the Kent College Junior school
in Harbledown, just 5 minutes from the centre of Canterbury. The nursery provides a caring
foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow in a safe, secure
and happy environment. The best way to get to know us is to come and visit us for a personal tour.
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The Lodge

The Cottage

The Lodge, opened in February 2018, used to form the

Our older toddlers are placed in the Cottage which was

•

Vibrant, creative indoor and outdoor environment

gatehouse to the estate of the Victorian artist Sidney Cooper.

opened in September 2018 and overlooks the school

•

Your child’s happiness and development are our top

It has been refurbished to the highest standards to create a

grounds and neighbouring fruit orchard. The brand new,

homely and nurturing environment for babies and toddlers. The

modern environment has been created for small groups of

building has been fitted out to provide a flexible and homely

children. The fun design is bright and fresh, with more muted

space, opening out onto a garden and all-weather learning

tones for the sleeping area. Children have direct access to a

area. Children are able to develop their skills and imaginations

large outside all-weather play area with a wide variety of play

in our role-play kitchen, and the conservatory area is used

equipment. Inside the interior space is open and flexible to

for messy and physical play. Dream coracles and sleep mats

allow for a range of activities for groups of children or for one

allow our babies and toddlers to sleep undisturbed, yet still

to one play.

be monitored regularly. The Lodge accommodates up to 12
babies and toddlers at any one time.

priorities
•

Free settling-in sessions to establish good child–
carer bonding

•

Parental involvement and choice help us to provide
quality care

•

Child-centred approach to enhance and accelerate
learning

•

Excellent access with easy drop-off and pick-up
arrangements

Garden Cottage Nursery combines the best practice and
standards of nursery childcare with the individual attention
of a nanny or childminder. Our team of highly experienced
and dedicated staff offer a service that is tailored to the
needs of the individual child, and to the requirements of their
parents. Children have all the advantages of the security
and socialisation offered by the nursery environment,
combined with the relaxed home-from-home atmosphere of
personalised childcare.
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•

Small size and personalised childcare

•

Healthy, fresh food with bespoke menus
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Daily Routine

Eat Well

Opening hours

All of our meals are prepared with good-quality, local

We are open 7.30am-6.30pm, Monday to Friday. The Nursery
operates for 50 weeks of the year – we are closed for one
week at Christmas, one week at Easter and on Bank Holidays.
Children are welcome to attend all day or for morning/afternoon

ingredients. Menus are planned by our head chef to ensure all
meals are nutritious, well-balanced and tasty. Fresh drinking
water is available for the children throughout the day.

sessions: morning sessions run between the hours of 8.00am-

Meal Times

1.00pm, afternoon sessions from 1.00-6.00pm. We also provide

Breakfast

from 7.30am

Lunch

12pm

Supper

5pm

an additional extended hours service from 7.30-8.00am and from
6.00-6.30pm.
Morning

8.00am - 1.00pm

Extended Morning

7.30am - 1.00pm

Afternoon

1.00pm - 6.00pm

Extended Afternoon

1.00pm - 6.30pm

Full Day

8.00am - 6.00pm

Extended Full Day

7.30am - 6.30pm

Garden Cottage Nursery also provides a healthy mid-morning
and afternoon snack and drink. Apart from formula or breast
milk, it is not necessary for you to provide any other food or
drink. For babies weaning from milk to solids, we ensure that
they receive a well-balanced selection of food, which can be
finger food, smooth pureed or mashed depending on the
needs of your child. Wherever possible we aim to mirror how

Sleeps and naps

you as parents choose to feed your child at home.

Provision is in place for those who require sleep/nap time during
the day. We provide dream coracles for under-2s, and bed mats
for older children. Sleeping children are monitored regularly and
never left unattended. Bedding is provided.
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Our Staff
Our team of dedicated and highly-qualified staff is led by Nursery Manager, Zen Stedman. She works closely with Andy Carter, Head
Master of Kent College Junior School, and with the Early Years teachers and team. An added advantage if children progress on to
Early Years and Reception in Kent College is that they are already familiar with the surroundings and many of the staff, ensuring a
smooth transition to Junior school life. There are 14 fully qualified nursery practitioners working within the Garden Cottage Nursery
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Key Person

What Our Parents Say

Every child has a staff member (‘Key Person’) who is responsible for

Garden Cottage Nursery recognises that parents are a child’s first and

their daily care, development and learning, as well as observations,

most important teachers, and we believe that working in partnership

assessments and a communication partnership with parents. If your

with parents is crucial to the success and development of our children.

child’s Key Person is not on duty for the day, we have a key buddy system

We work with parents as their child learns and progresses, and wherever

in place. You and your child will be greeted by staff who work full days

possible we try to incorporate parents’ requests into our routines.

and will feedback to you at the end of the day. This ensures we provide
excellent continuity of care. Each child also has a daily care and learning

We always welcome suggestions from parents. Open Days/Evenings

record, which is always shared and openly accessible to parents.

are held regularly, and parents will be given notice of these dates. We

Nappy changing and
toileting
Our

nappy

changing

and

toileting facilities promote selfhelp skills and aid this stage
of

development.

Parents

provide nappies, wipes and
creams.

Special sessions

Dependent on demand, we
work with specialist providers
to offer sessions of baby yoga,
music etc. These sessions are
subject to an extra charge.
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are available to provide daily contact or feedback to parents as required.
The transition into the nursery has been a lovely experience. I could not be
happier with how well he has settled and what a happy little boy he is with you.
I could not have hoped for anyone more caring, efficient and friendly to look
after the children!
He is in his element and literally doesn’t want to come home at pick up time!
“The nursery at Kent College is exceptional. Its personal care and small
setting are a huge reassurance to a parent settling a child for the first time.
The excellent staff are warm, caring and professional. Activities are planned to
engage the children in what they enjoy with a focus tailored to the next steps
of development. It is clear that the standards here are a cut above the rest!”
‘I have been thrilled by what a warm welcome the nursery staff have given to
my son. I can tell that it is genuinely important to them that he settles in happily
and enjoys his time there.’
‘A truly outstanding nursery. We have loved seeing our daughter flourish in
such a nurturing environment. The staff are fantastic “
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Development

Personal, social and emotional development

Early attachment is the key to personal, social, emotional development. From these,
children can develop a positive sense of themselves and others as they develop their
social skills and respect for one another. Through individual and group activities children
can learn to manage their own feelings and make their own choices as they learn what

We recognise that each child is unique and
develop and learn in different ways and at
different times. We aim to help them all to build
positive relationships which will encourage them
to be resilient capable and self -assured. Garden
Cottage Nursery has been carefully designed
to create enabling environments to support our
children’s learning and development,
We focus on the three prime areas of the Early
Years Foundation Stage for all children, embedding
this into our day to day planning. These areas
are Physical development, Communication and
language and Personal, social and emotional
development.

Physical development

We support each child’s physical development
through a range of activities that encourage

belongs to them, how to share and take turns as well as gain confidence in their own
abilities.

Communication and Language

We sing songs throughout each day to encourage each child’s
communication and language development. Through songs, the children
are able to learn new words, use gestures and begin to understand simple
words in context. We give children the opportunity to develop ways to
express themselves and experience a rich language environment, igniting
their interest in stories, encouraging early reading and writing skills.
These

three

prime

areas

underpin and pave the way
for development in the four
specific areas of learning.
These

areas

mathematics,

are

literacy,

understanding

the world and expressive arts
and design.

fine-motor skills, gross-motor skills and sensory
exploration, as well as encourage each child’s
independence in self-care as they develop. This
is from cooperating with caregiving experiences
to beginning to feed themselves, to toilet learning.
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Development
Mathematics

Our children have the opportunity to mix with the Reception

as simple problem-solving. Resources are provided for the

by older children within the school. We also support children

We use mathematical language in children’s play as well
children to explore different shapes, size and counting as
each child’s awareness in numbers grow.

Literacy

Literacy is encouraged through early mark making experiences
for the babies as they distinguish different marks they make. As
the children grow and develop, they will start to give meaning
to the marks they make and begin to form letters. By providing
open access to stories, children will gain an interest in printed
material as they begin their journey of learning letters and

Year groups and the Garden Cottage Nursery is often visited
in the use of technology.

Expressive arts and design

In expressive arts and design, we nurture each child’s curiosity
in play as they begin to act out their experiences through roleplaying. We encourage the children to express themselves
in their own ways through art, music, dance and movement
with a wide range of different media in which the children can
explore.

their sounds.

Children learn through the characteristics of effective learning.

Understanding the world

Creating and Thinking critically. These encourage motivation,

world around them through different environments, living

by our practitioners as they play and participate in activities,

Children are given opportunities to explore and observe the
things and natural objects as a part of understanding the

These are; Playing and Exploring, Active Learning and
engagement and thinking which is observed in the children
supporting the importance of process over product.

world. We are able to utilise the wonderful facilities within
Kent College Junior School and have regular picnics in the
grounds and nature walks. The children visit the school library
and also utilise the Sports Hall and tennis courts for activities.
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Fees
Our fees are inclusive of all meals, snacks and drinks. Our

a deposit and will be returned upon your child leaving the

latest fees can be found on our website or are available

nursery, providing 4 weeks’ notice in writing has been given

from the school office.

and your accounts are clear (please see terms and conditions).
There is a sibling discount of 5% for children in Garden

Birth to 3 years old
Morning

8.00am-1.00pm

Extended Morning

7.30am-1.00pm

Afternoon

1.00pm-6.00pm

Extended Afternoon

1.00pm-6.30pm

Full Day

8.00am-6.00pm

Extended Full Day

7.30am-6.30pm

Cottage Nursery.
For all places, a registration fee of £100 per child shall be
payable and submitted with the completed registration form
and deposit. This fee is only refundable if the Nursery cannot
offer a place for your child on the date required.

We are operational 50 weeks per year, closed 1 week at
Christmas and 1 week at Easter and on Bank Holidays.
In order to encourage continuity of care, children are required
to attend a minimum of 2 half-day sessions per week.
All fees are payable on the 1st of the month for the month in
advance. At the time of booking, £600 will be required as
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the opportunity to get to know us and to discuss your
specific requirements.
Please contactus at nursery@kentcollege.co.uk or call

Y

school grounds.
T

a personalised tour. This will give you and your child

of landscaped gardens provides ample space for the nursery children to enjoy outings and picnics in the
KEN

Cottage Nursery has to offer is to come and visit us for

Garden Cottage Nursery is set within the delightful grounds of Kent College Junior School. The 13 acres

UR

The best way to understand everything that Garden

“I believe that childcare is an
invaluable service to parents and
if you instil a love for learning in
children during their early years, it
has a positive impact on their future
lives – and this is what motivates

B

Come and Visit us

Idyllic Surroundings

C

O

R

Next Steps

LL

EGE CAN

T

E

me.”

Zen Stedman, Nursery Manager

01227 762436 to make an appointment to visit us.

How to Apply

If you would like to process your application, this can all
be completed on our website thegardencottagenursery.
com

Settling In

We take time to settle in each child. These short sessions
are free of charge allowing as much time as each child
needs, and enabling strong bonds to be established.

‘It is incredibly special to witness
the youngest members of our
family community grow through
the individualised programmes
delivered within our Nursery’s
Lodge, Cottage and idyllic grounds.
These children continue their
journey through Early Years at Kent
College with a variety of skills and
knowledge but, most importantly,
are settled, happy and excited to
learn.

Mr Simon James,
Head of Junior School
headofjuniorschool@kentcollege.co.uk
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Kent College Canterbury Nursery, Infant and Junior School
Harbledown, Canterbury CT2 9AQ
Tel: (01227) 762436
E-mail: nursery@kentcollege.co.uk
Web: thegardencottagenursery.com
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